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Steam	is	one	of	the	world's	most	popular	platforms	for	accessing	video	games,	and	soon,	you'll	be	able	to	play	any	titles	you've	purchased	on	it	on	your	Android	and	iOS	devices	(including	phones,	tablets,	and	Android/Apple	TV).This	is	being	made	possible	thanks	to	a	new	app	Valve's	releasing	called	Steam	Link,	and	it'll	be	free	to	download	for	both
operating	systems.	It's	an	incredibly	exciting	proposition,	but	there	are	a	couple	things	to	take	note	of.iPhone	14	event,	live!	All	the	news	as	it	happens,	right	hereFirst	off,	and	perhaps	most	important,	you	won't	be	able	to	play	your	games	wherever	you'd	like.	Your	gadget	must	be	connected	to	a	5GHz	Wi-Fi	network	or	hard-wired	over	Ethernet	to
ensure	it's	got	a	connection	to	your	PC/Mac.	In	other	words,	you	won't	be	able	to	access	your	library	while	on	the	bus	or	at	Starbucks.In	regards	to	controller	support,	Valve's	said	that	Steam	Link	will	support	its	own	Steam	Controller	as	well	as	MFI	controllers.	Valve	notes	that	you'll	also	be	able	to	use	"more	across	both	platforms",	but	that's	as
specific	as	it's	gotten	so	far.Later	this	summer,	Valve	will	also	be	launching	a	Steam	Video	app	through	which	you'll	be	able	to	watch	"thousands	of	movies	and	shows	available	on	Steam"	whether	you're	on	Wi-Fi	or	LTE.	Along	with	streaming	over	a	data	connection,	you'll	also	be	to	download	shows	for	offline	watching.Android	P	Beta	hands-on:	The
best	and	worst	features	After	announcing	the	upcoming	launch	of	Steam	Link	and	Steam	Video	apps	for	Android	and	iOS,	Valve	has	decided	to	enable	Bluetooth	connectivity	for	the	Steam	Controller,	thus	allowing	owners	to	connect	it	to	a	smartphone	or	tablet.The	move	is	a	necessary	step	before	the	launch	of	Steam	Link	app	that's	supposed	to	allow
users	to	play	their	Steam	games	library	on	almost	any	Android	or	iOS	device.	The	only	requirement	would	be	that	your	phone	or	tablet	(or	TV)	is	on	the	same	5GHz	network	as	the	host	PC	or	it's	connected	to	the	computer	via	Ethernet	cable.Until	Steam	Link	app	goes	live	in	the	week	of	May	21,	Valve	announced	that	starting	this	weekend,	smartphone
and	tablet	users	will	be	able	to	pair	them	with	the	Steam	Controller	gamepad	via	Bluetooth.The	Steam	Controller	comes	with	a	special	wireless	dongle	that's	still	recommended	to	use,	but	if	your	smartphone	or	tablet	doesn't	have	a	USB	port,	you	can	still	pair	the	Steam	Controller	via	Bluetooth,	which,	according	to	Valve,	should	be	“excellent.”In
order	to	take	advantage	of	the	new	feature,	you'll	have	to	opt	into	the	latest	Steam	Client	Beta	and	update	to	the	latest	firmware.	Keep	in	mind	that	this	still	in	beta,	so	there's	a	chance	that	you	might	experience	some	issues.	Bungie’s	finally	shown	us	what	Destiny	2	will	look	like	in	a	post-Activision	world,	this	morning	revealing	its	forthcoming	second
major	expansion	Shadowkeep,	which	will	take	players	to	the	moon	(and	bring	back	the	moon	wizards)	starting	September	17.	But	one	small	detail	in	particular	stands	out,	a	side	effect	of	the	split:	After	two	years,	Destiny	2	is	coming	to	Steam.		It’s	hard	to	know	what	this	will	entail	at	the	moment,	as	the	details	are	slightly	murky.	How	do	current
Battle.net	owners	get	their	Steam	copy?	Can	they	even?	Are	you	going	to	get	a	Steam	key	in	the	mail?	Will	a	legacy	version	remain	on	Battle.net?	None	of	that’s	been	detailed	yet.	Bungie	announced	cross-platform	characters	and	save	transferring	today,	so	presumably	all	your	progress	will	translate	seamlessly	to	Steam,	but	the	rest	is	less	obvious,
the	finicky	behind-closed-door	business	details	that	make	this	change	possible.	Even	so,	I’m	excited.	It’s	always	felt	weird	launching	Destiny	2	from	Battle.net,	and	even	more	so	after	the	Activision	breakup.	Making	Steam	the	primary	PC	platform	is	a	small	change	in	theory,	but	a	much	larger	statement	of	intent—almost	a	relaunch	of	the	game,	as	far
as	PC	players	are	concerned.	Shadowkeep	looks	like	a	great	expansion	to	do	it	with,	as	well.	Aside	from	the	cinematic	trailer,	Bungie	spent	quite	a	bit	of	time	breaking	down	how	the	philosophy	behind	Destiny	2	has	changed,	and	it	sounds	promising.	A	key	point	is	the	aforementioned	character	transferring.	Starting	with	Shadowkeep’s	arrival	in
September,	you’ll	be	able	to	move	seamlessly	between	PC,	Xbox	One,	PlayStation	4,	and	eventually	Google’s	Stadia	streaming	platform,	keeping	your	character	and	progress.	The	fractured	ecosystem’s	been	annoying	ever	since	the	PC	version	of	Destiny	2	launched	a	month	after	the	console	versions,	so	I’m	glad	that’s	finally	getting	cleaned	up.
Shadowkeep	is	also	a	standalone	expansion,	meaning	you	don’t	need	to	buy	baseline	Destiny	2	or	any	of	the	middling	first-year	expansions	or	any	of	that	garbage—another	great	move.	I’ll	be	curious	how	the	leveling	system	adapts	to	this,	but	again	it	makes	Shadowkeep	essentially	a	relaunch	of	Destiny	2.	And	maybe	the	solution	is	found	in	Destiny:
New	Light.	This	is	one	of	the	biggest	surprises,	with	some	version	of	Destiny	2	set	to	go	free-to-play	when	Shadowkeep	launches.	If	I	had	to	guess,	this	would	encompass	at	least	the	base	game,	original	Destiny	2	campaign,	and	the	original	set	of	planets,	with	players	then	able	to	add	paid	expansions	on	top.	Forsaken	would	be	a	cherry	on	top	though,
and	might	alleviate	some	of	the	platform	migration	woes.	Existing	Destiny	2	owners	would	move	to	Steam	“for	free,”	while	newcomers	and	players	going	forward	could	purchase	Shadowkeep	and	experience	the	new	content.	In	any	case,	those	of	you	worried	what	Destiny	2	would	look	like	post-Activision,	I	think	it’s	safe	to	breathe	now.	We’ll	keep	you
updated	if	we	hear	further	details	on	this	brave	post-Battle.net	future.	No	new	notifications	You’ll	get	updated	when	important	things	are	happening,	and	when	you	engage	with	our	community.	NVIDIA	GeForce	Now	(Image	credit:	Android	Central)	Best	answer:	Yes!	NVIDIA	GeForce	Now	supports	a	lot	of	games,	most	of	which	are	playable	through
your	Steam	library.	GeForce	Now	says	it	now	support	more	than	2,000	games	that	can	be	played	through	single-session	installs,	which	also	utilizes	your	Steam	library.	In	essence,	if	you	own	a	game	on	Steam,	there's	a	chance	you	can	play	it	on	GeForce	Now.What	is	NVIDIA	GeForce	Now?Labor	Day	sales	highlights	-	Phones,	laptops,	speakers,	and
moreInitially	revealed	in	2017,	GeForce	Now	is	a	game	streaming	service	that	allows	players	to	access	NVIDIA's	servers	to	stream	games	they	already	own.	Unlike	other	services	that	have	you	buy	games	in	order	to	play	them	on	a	service,	GeForce	Now	allows	players	to	play	mostly	whatever	is	in	their	gaming	library	already.	Thankfully,	playing
games	is	just	as	easy	as	the	service	sounds,	as	players	can	quickly	boot	up	the	app	on	a	computer,	select	a	game	and	install	it,	and	be	playing	right	away.Because	GeForce	Now	is	also	supported	on	Android	devices	and	the	NVIDIA	Shield,	you	can	also	take	your	games	on	the	go,	and	play	high-end	titles	no	matter	where	you	are.After	being	in	beta	for
nearly	three	years,	the	service	is	now	open	to	everyone	in	two	formats.	Players	who	want	to	experience	GeForce	Now	can	sign	up	for	free,	but	will	be	limited	to	one-hour	sessions	of	gaming.	On	the	other	hand,	there	is	a	Founders	membership	currently	available,	which	gives	players	access	to	the	service	for	a	$5	per	month	fee.	Players	who	subscribe
to	the	Founders	membership	will	get	the	added	benefit	of	priority	access	into	the	service,	as	well	as	extended	gaming	sessions,	which	means	they'll	be	able	to	play	for	hours	at	a	time.	It's	important	to	note,	though,	that	there	is	a	chance	the	price	of	GeForce	Now	will	go	up	in	the	future.Can	you	play	Steam	games	on	GeForce	Now?As	stated	above,
GeForce	Now	works	in	conjunction	with	your	gaming	library,	meaning	nearly	everything	in	your	Steam	library	is	available	to	play.	This	works	by	either	selecting	the	game	you	want	to	play	from	the	GeForce	Now	app,	or	through	the	use	of	single-session	installs.	Installing	a	game	is	pretty	easy,	and	involves	going	through	the	same	process	you
normally	would,	only	on	the	GeForce	Now	app.	Save	data	is	synced	through	Steam	as	well,	meaning	that	you	can	play	games	on	GeForce	Now	and	pick	them	up	somewhere	else	should	you	need	to.	You	can	check	out	the	full	list	of	games	available	on	GeForce	Now	over	on	its	website	(opens	in	new	tab),	which	also	lists	whether	the	game	is	available	on
Steam	or	not.While	GeForce	Now	works	with	a	large	majority	of	games,	there	are	some	titles	that	won't	work.	For	example,	after	working	for	most	of	the	beta	period,	NVIDIA	pulled	all	Activision	Blizzard	games	from	the	service	once	it	went	live,	although	it	hopes	to	gain	them	back	sometime	soon.	Likewise,	companies	like	EA,	Capcom,	and	many
others	choose	not	to	partner	with	GeForce	Now.	This	is	updating	all	the	time,	so	we'll	be	sure	to	alert	you	of	any	changes.	If	you	want	to	take	your	Steam	games	around	the	house	in	the	palm	of	your	hand,	there's	only	one	way	to	make	it	happen:	via	the	Steam	Link	mobile	app.	(Image	credit:	Valve)With	this	app,	PC	gamers	can	stream	their	Steam
games	directly	to	their	smartphones	(provided	they	have	a	5-GHz	wireless	network).	This	means	that	as	long	as	your	phone	is	on	the	same	5-GHz	Wi-Fi	network	as	your	gaming	PC,	you'll	be	able	to	play	any	game	in	your	Steam	library	with	nothing	but	your	cell-phone	and	a	Bluetooth	controller.	To	use	the	Steam	Link	mobile	app,	you'll	need	three
items:	a	gaming	PC,	a	smartphone	and	a	Bluetooth-capable	controller.	While	you	can	test	the	app	and	navigate	menus	without	the	controller,	playing	games	will	necessitate	one.	Once	you	have	these	three	items,	you	can	set	up	your	stream.	Here's	how	to	get	started.1.	Make	sure	streaming	is	enabled	on	your	Steam	account.	Once	you've	installed	the
Steam	games	on	your	PC	that	you'd	like	to	stream,	as	well	as	the	Steam	Link	mobile	app	on	your	phone,	make	sure	your	account	is	set	for	the	task.	Go	to	your	PC	Steam	client's	Settings	menu,	select	In-Home	Streaming	and	check	the	Enable	Streaming	box.	On	the	same	page,	set	up	a	Steam	Link	PIN	to	sign	in	with;	you'll	use	this	later	on	in	the
process.2.	Link	your	controller	to	your	phone.Create	a	Bluetooth	pairing	between	your	phone	and	your	Bluetooth-capable	controller.	Bluetooth	options	can	typically	be	found	in	your	phone's	settings	menu.	To	pair	a	Bluetooth	controller,	you	will	likely	need	to	input	certain	commands	on	it	(refer	to	your	specific	controller's	operating	guide	for	details	on
this),	then	look	for	it	under	Available	Devices	on	your	phone's	list	of	detected	Bluetooth	devices.	Once	the	controller	appears	as	a	detected	device,	select	it	to	pair	your	controller	with	your	phone.3.	Launch	the	Steam	Link	app.As	long	as	your	phone	and	PC	are	on	the	same	network,	the	app	should	detect	them	both	and,	via	your	phone,	prompt	you	to
enter	a	code	on	your	PC.	This	will	install	some	drivers	onto	your	PC.4.	Enter	your	PIN.	At	this	point,	you	will	need	to	enter	your	custom	PIN	(the	one	you	created	in	Step	1)	on	the	app.	Once	that's	done,	the	app	should	verify	that	your	controller	and	PC	are	linked	to	your	phone.	5.	Start	playing	games.Once	the	Steam	Link	app	confirms	that	your
controller,	PC	and	network	are	good	to	go,	tap	the	app's	Start	Playing	button.	This	will	take	you	to	a	smartphone-size	version	of	Steam	Big	Picture	mode,	from	which	you	can	select	and	play	any	Steam	game	already	installed	on	your	PC.Overall	ImpressionsThe	Steam	Link	mobile	app	is	simple	to	set	up,	user-friendly	in	its	design	and	more	than	capable
of	doing	its	job,	provided	you	have	a	5-GHz	wireless	network.	It	offers	total	access	to	your	installed	library	of	Steam	games	with	minimal	frame	loss	and	input	lag,	and	it	generally	lives	up	to	its	promise	—	aside	from	one	fatal	flaw.When	I	tested	Steam	Link	with	multiple	wireless	DualShock	4	controllers,	the	app	consistently	refused	to	acknowledge
them,	even	though	the	phone	was	paired	with	said	controllers.	Once	in	a	blue	moon,	Steam	Link	would	decide	to	recognize	a	DS4,	but	these	moments	of	functionality	were	sporadic	and	brief.	As	Steam	Link	progresses	and	transitions	out	of	its	beta	phase,	we'll	be	conducting	further	tests	of	Bluetooth	controller	functionality	and	will	update	this	guide
accordingly.	With	that	in	mind,	Steam	Link	is	great	—	when	it	works.	It	provides	a	useful	service	and	makes	PC	gaming	a	more	comfortable,	mobile	experience.Credit:	Valve
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